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About us….. 

Dave & Ros have over 20 
years of experience 
showing pet lovers how 
to get the best from 
your pet by putting the 
best fuel (food) in… 

 

Our Mission……… 

To provide information 
of great value and be a 
resource to pet owners 
in the care and comfort 
of their precious furry 
friends….. 
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This is an experience that 
has horse owners feeling 
powerless. Watching your 
beautiful animal in extreme 
distress and potentially 
risking physical injury in 
their attempt to roll or 
relieve their acute gut pain is 
simply heart wrenching.  

What is Colic? 

Colic has been used for 
hundreds of years to 
describe pain in the 
abdomen of your horse. 
Now we know that colic is 
commonly caused by 
digestive disturbances and 
can originate in the liver, 
urinary tract, uterus or other 
internal organs. 

The symptoms can be mild 
to intense and even life 
threatening. About 10% of 
colic cases are fatal, with 
extreme distress and injury. 

When a horse experiences 
this extreme pain they lose 
awareness and they go 
down and roll, knocking 
their legs to try and relieve 
the pain. A horrible sight! 

On average a horse 
experiences colic three 
times in their life. Up until 
20 years ago 90% of colic 
cases were caused by 
Bloodworm larvae but this 
has now dropped to 2% and 
on well managed properties, 
it has been eliminated.  

Colic caused by heavy 
Bloodworms infestations, 
sand accumulation, 
intestinal infections, twists 
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Colic!  Why Is Stomach Pain so Bad? 

injury and may worsen any 
condition affecting the 
bowels. This may lead to 
severe shock, with vascular 
deterioration and death! 

RED ALERT 

A Silent Belly is the WORST 
sign of colic! It is a Grave to 

Serious Condition! 

When this happens you 
simply must call out a Vet to 
handle the emergency and 
look after your precious 
horse! 

 

 

 

 

 

of the bowel and digestive 
upsets may not respond to 
traditional drenches (as 
these are only effective 
when colic relates to bowel 
spasm or low-grade 
blockages). These cases can 
be fatal if not diagnosed 
properly! 

What the Horse Feels.. 

The pain your horse may 
feel can vary from a vague, 
dull, persistent gut ache to a 
sharp, fluctuating pain with 
periods of relief between 
the attacks. In severe cases, 
the pain can be so intense 
and agonising, that the 
horse will roll, sweat and 
thrash around with self 
destruction in an attempt to 
relieve the pain and 
discomfort. Colic is a terrible 
condition that causes great 
distress to you as well as 
your horse! 

When your horse is in this 
sort of distress, the 
thrashing can cause further 
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1. Always feed only good quality horse 
food at all times. Finely cut cereal chaff 
has been associated with a risk of 
impaction colic in horses. A long cut, 
‘rough cut’ or coarsely shredded white 
chaff stimulates more chewing, 
increased moisture from salivation and 
better preparation of the fibre for 
digestion. Do not feed left-over damp 
feeds that may have gone sour, musty 
or fermented. 

2. Avoid working a horse within 30 minutes 
of providing a full hard feed. However, 
500g dampened lucerne fed 30 minutes 
prior to exercise can help reduce the risk 
of gastric ulcers and associated colic. 

3. Ensure that  you use feed bins and hay 
racks to reduce the risk of sand 
ingestion.  

4. Limit access to cold water to 1-2 litres 
after hard work or long distance 
exercise, when the horse is hot.  

5. Regularly check a horse’s teeth when 
brought into training and repeat at 6 

Good Management Reduces Risk of Colic! 

My girls have been laying like troopers. I have 
been getting 4 eggs a day from 5 chooks and 
the fridge was overflowing.  I have given eggs 
away like nobody’s business to family, 
friends, even the mother in law! I have been 
boasting how well they lay and… 
...next minute…they just stopped laying.  I 
thought it was a joke to start with, then I 
realised chickens don’t play jokes (do they?).  
I checked under each one just to be sure. So 
now my fridge is empty and I have given away 
all my home raised eggs, do I really have to go 
and buy some now? 
 

Why is this happening? 
 
If your chooks stop laying, don’t panic.  It is 
perfectly natural. Sometimes only 1 or 2 stop 
laying at the same time and sometimes they 
can all go off the lay at the same time. Don’t 

No Eggs! No Omelet’s! What’s Happening? 
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pull out the chopping block just yet! 
 
Different breeds can vary in the number of 
eggs they lay but an average on regular breeds 
is around 250 per year.  Commercial Layers 
(usually sold through stores) average 300 per 
year for reds and blacks and about 280 per 
year for whites. 
 
Usually they will lay consistently either every 
day or every other day and go off the lay 2 or 
3 times a year, but each one is individual.  
Generally if they lay every day, they won’t lay 
for as long. 
 

Did you know that... 
 
About 30% of colic cases are 
caused by impaction in the 
Large Intestine due to over 
feeding of grains and/or dry 
roughages? 
 
About 10% of colic cases are 
potentially fatal?  
 
 The incidence of strangulation 
colic has increased by 4-5 times 
over the past 20 years? 
 
There are at least 14 causes of 
colic related to poor quality 
feeds, feeding habits and poor 
feeding management in horses? 
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month intervals. 
6. Prevent access to all poisonous plants, 

especially those that persist even 
under drought conditions.  

7. Regularly worm with a broad 
spectrum paste or liquid formulation 
every 6-8 weeks to control the major 
internal parasites. Two wormings, 3 
weeks apart will help to break the 
Small Strongyle lifecycle.  

8. Stable and pasture hygiene improves 
the effectiveness of worming by 5-10 
times in controlling worm burdens. 

 
 
 
First aid for colic includes making the horse as 
comfortable as possible and walking the horse 
to relieve gas build-up until signs reduce or the 
vet arrives! 
 

More next issue……. 
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It is common that all Chooks go off the lay (or most) 
during times of moulting when then shed their old 
feathers and grow new ones. They also can go off 
the lay at times of change in weather (particularly 
heavy rain).  
 
So How Can You Get The Maximum Eggs From Your 
Chooks And Keep Up The Egg Supply? 
 
Make sure the eggs are not just missing.  Check the 

garden beds to see if they are laying elsewhere.  Are 

there any roaming dogs, dingos, snakes or possums 

eating the eggs? 

 

Make sure they have a safe place to lay.  It can be a 

nesting box, bucket, cardboard box, anything. 

Stressed birds won’t lay. 

 

Different feeds produce different egg results.  

Complete Mashes produce the highest volume and 

quality, Pellets produce medium levels and Mixed 

Grains produce the lowest levels.  Choose a high 

quality, high protein, complete feed with meat 

meal, vitamins & minerals and shellgrit. 

 

Meat Meal is an excellent source of protein for 

chickens, but some companies remove it to save 

costs.  The results are fewer eggs, lower quality eggs 

and more aggressive chooks that attack each other. 

 

Worm your chooks every 3 months. Going “Off The 

Lay” is a sign of worms or other illness so keep them 

healthy. 

 

The Egg Saga Continues…… 

You’re a responsible pet owner, and you love you 
pets like part of the family.  And the last thing you 
want for them is to be irritated by fleas & ticks or 
put in any danger because of them.  You also 
don’t want fleas or ticks in your house with your 
family. 
 
At the first sign of scratching, you inspect your pet 
to find a flea or two or maybe you spotted a tick.   

Are You Sick & Tired Of Buying Flea & Tick Products That 

Don’t Work? 
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When you add other stuff to their diet like grains, 

table scraps etc, we reduce the amount of 

vitamins and minerals they should be consuming. 

Don’t over-do it with excessive scraps or too much 

of a single type.  Don’t feed them onions, potato 

peelings, chocolate, coffee, avocado or lots of fat. 

 

Some people have success getting them back on 

the lay by changing their feed.  I am not sure of 

the science behind this but it cannot hurt 

providing you are going to a higher protein feed or 

more digestible. 

 

Don’t swap and change feeds a lot.  It is OK to 

seek out a better diet if they are not on a good 

one, but then stick to it.  Continuously changing 

animal diets put their digestive systems into 

turmoil and it can take quite a while for them to 

adjust to the new diet. 

 

Chooks that are let out regularly each day are 

known to improve egg production. Extra green 

grass, bugs and worms, the dog ‘s food are all in 

their sights (and all are high protein). 

 

Happy Chooks are also said to lay better so give 

them some love, they deserve some too. 

 

Next thing you’ll know it’s omelettes for brekkie! 

Next Month we will be look at raising baby 
chickens. 

You head down to the shop and pick up some 
flea & tick product. It may have cost you $10 or 
maybe $110, either way the pack says “kills 
fleas & ticks.”  
You put in on your pet and wait.  It seems to be 
working; it has killed all the fleas or ticks. 
 
(Story continued…)   

Don’t over-do it 

with excessive 

scraps or too 

much of a single 

type.  Don’t feed 

them onions, 

potato peelings, 

chocolate, coffee, 

avocado or lots of 

fat. 
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“So when you see a few 

fleas or ticks on your 
pet, you have in fact a 
much larger infestation 
in your home.  And this 
infestation grows at an 

exponential rate.” 

“grown with a mixture of 
natural rainfall and 
irrigation resulting in a 
very fine leafy stem, and 
a rich green colour.” 

A few days later (maybe a week),they’re back 
and this time it’s worse than last time.  
They’re everywhere, climbing up the walls, 
on the mat, inside, outside.  It’s like the 
product fertilised them not killed them! 
 
Now you look like the world’s worst pet 
owner and you need to fix this now! You go 
back to the shop (or maybe another shop) 
and buy a different product because the 
product you bought “didn’t work.”  
 
You are not alone and it is not your fault! 
There are heaps of people who have the 
same problem and are frustrated that they 
are wasting their money and their pets are 
still suffering. 
 
Most of the time it’s because the person who 
sold you the product didn’t explain exactly 
how it works. 
 
So let’s look at what he didn’t tell you!   
 
The first thing about fleas and ticks is that 
you only see a small number of them.  For 
every one you see, there are about 20 more 
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in different stages of life.  Added to that, 
each flea can lay up to 50 eggs per day and 
each tick can lay 3000 eggs at a time.  The 
eggs leave the pet and stay in the 
environment until hatched.  
 
So when you see a few fleas or ticks on your 
pet, you have in fact a much larger 
infestation in your home.  And this 
infestation grows at an exponential rate. 
 
Now let’s take a look at the products and we 
need to be fairly general because there are 
so many of them and they work in different 
ways.  But they all have something in 
common – they all kill adult fleas and ticks.  
A few kill them as pupa, fewer kill them as 
larva and none kill the eggs. You have 
literally thousands of eggs hatching around 
the house, but you are only killing the adults 
(remember 5%) 
 
So how do we get on top of them?  
 
Find out in our next issue……… 

As we know, a very important part of your 
horse’s design, is to eat small amounts of 
grass all day long.  When that is not 
available we need to provide that for them 
in the form of hay. Premium Fine Cut 
Rhodes is an excellent choice for the job. 
 
Premium bales are extra high in protein 
because they are grown in rich fertile soils 
with constant fertilising.  Protein levels are 
around 16.5%, compared to 1

st
 grade at 

10% and standard Rhodes of 8%. 
 
They are also grown with a mixture of 
natural rainfall and irrigation resulting in a 
very fine leafy stem, and a rich green 
colour.  They are produced in the finest 
paddocks and only the best make the 
grade. 
 
The bales are then stored in a dehumidified 
shed to keep humidity and temperature 
constant while waiting for our truck to 
collect.  We only use taut-liners for  

Product of the Month - Premium Fine Cut Rhodes 

 

 

transport that are permanently covered 
instead of open trucks hoping that the 
drivers will cover the hay with a tarp full of 
holes.  
 
When they arrive each bale is inspected to 
ensure they meet our expectations, and if 
we find any we don’t like they go back on 
the truck and get delivered somewhere 
else. 
 
Now it sounds like a lot of effort to go to 
just to get a bale of hay, but that’s the 
length we go to in order to provide you 
with the best quality hay available. We 
won’t compromise the health of your horse 
(or our reputation) to make a quick buck 
selling poor quality hay. 
 
 There are many providers of hay out there, 
but we seek out the guys that do it the best 
and deal with them.  The farmer that is the 
best is only small and we are the only store 
he can supply.  You can’t get this hay at any 
other store. 
 

 



 

JOIN OUR VIP CLUB FOR 
ONGOING DISCOUNTS!  JOIN 

ONLINE or ASK IN STORE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TTThhheee   BBBaaarrrnnn   YYYaaarrrnnn   
 

Premium Fine Cut Rhodes comes in 
small square bales and round bales.  The 
best (of the best) is in the square bales 
and are ideal if you can feed out each 
day.  Round bales are ideal for leaving in 
the paddock so you horse has 
continuous access. 
 

Square Bales are $18.50 and this month 
only when you buy 5 you will save $5 
and receive a 007 mineral block for free 
(worth $11.10). Total saving $16.10 

Premium Fine Cut Rhodes Available Now! 

 

Local Updates, News and Events 
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Upcoming Events 

 NQ Wildlife Training Sun 25th August. 

 Bartlett Park – Greg Cook Clinic 1 Sep, 

Club Day 15 Sep. 

 TDC Dressage Championships 8-9 Sep. 

 NQEG Classic in Ayr 30 Sep-1 Oct. 

 ANCATS 4 Ring Cat Show 30 Sep. 

Community Support 

 $632 Donated this month to local 

horse clubs. 

 50 Hay Bales supplied to Calvary 

College Bush Dance. 

 50 Hay Bales supplied to the Variety 

Club Billy Cart Dash. 

 Facebook Group Townsville Pet Re-

homing reaches 123 likes! 

Round Bales are $58.50 and for this 
month only when you buy one you 
will receive a 007 mineral block 
(worth $11.10) for free. 

 

 

 

 

News 

 A 1 metre crocodile has been found 

in the Ross River near Kelso, 

speared with an arrow in the 

stomach.  If you have any 

information please call 

Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 

 

 Local animal shelter owner Angela 

Aktinson has been nominated for 

the Pride of Australia Medal for 

Townsville Foster and Rehoming 

Animals.  Well done Angela. 

 

 29 new customers referred by you 

this month – Thanks! 

ONLINE ! 

 YES! You are now able to 
shop in the comfort of your 
own home. While watching 
TV you can also be 
selecting all your feed for 
the week and it will be 
delivered to your door 
FREE!  

No more coming to town to 
fill your boot with dusty 
grains and grasses, trying to 
squeeze it in and having to 
unload at home, then clean 
the car out!  

We are proud to be 
Townsville’s first online 
Feed Supply Service! See 
our website for details! 

www.lensfeedshed.com.au 

www.citifarm.com.au 

 

LEN’S FEED SHED 

1 Mt Kulburn Drive, 

Jensen 4751 5500      

lensfeedshed.com.au  
 

CITIFARM@KELSO 

3/1463 Riverway Dr, 

Kelso 4789 3868     

citifarm.com.au 

 

Limited Offer: One Voucher Per Customer.  Expires 30th Sep 2012 

http://www.lensfeedshed.com.au/
http://www.citifarm.com.au/

